GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
702 G Street

Phone: (360)332-6589

P.O. Box 1646, Blaine, WA 98231-1646
www.blaine-grace-lutheran.org
Email: office@bglutheran.com

Worship Service
Sunday 10:30 am
Sunday School & Bible Class 9am
Upcoming:
January 9—De-decoration: Please join us as
we gather to take down the Christmas
decorations.
January 10—Council Meeting after church.

Pastor’s
Message:

You know how these resolutions are often
only good for a day, week or month? This
year we have some help for you. The
Council has approved a trial period until
March 20 of RightNow Media, Those of you
who receive emails from the church have
already received an invitation. If you have
not received one, email the church and we
will send it out to you.
What is RightNow Media? It is focused on
educational, spiritual content but
accessible similar to Netflix or Prime Video
on your TV or through on App on your
phone or through your browser on your
computer. The benefits include access to
about 25 thousand videos (Bible studies,
topical studies, programs for kids, small
groups materials, leadership training...) for
all of you as well as anyone that any of you
pass it on to. We have offered it to our
preschool families. We will offer it to
visitors. You can offer it to neighbors, family
members etc... Everyone has unlimited
access to the content. We will use it for
Adult Bible Study on Sunday morning during
the trial. It can also be used for Sunday
School. Everything is biblically based.
So how does this help your new year’s
resolutions? Well if your resolution is to
watch less TV it can help this way. By
watching spiritual content instead of regular
shows you are being filled so you watch less
and go out and start spreading the love,
joy, peace and hope to those around you.

With regular TV you never get filled up, it just
goes into an empty void so you just keep
pouring more in. If your resolution requires
discipline to avoid temptation there are
Bible studies and videos on that topic and
many others.
As you have probably heard before, it takes
30 days or more of practicing a new habit
to give you a chance at breaking the old
habit. Make a commitment to 20 minutes a
day every day or 40 minutes every other
day or whatever schedule you think gives
you the best chance for success.
For kids there is new material from Veggie
Tale creator Paul Vischer, Adventures in
Odyssey (which was a favorite in our
household when the kids were growing up)
and many more. For sports fans there is
material from Tim Tebow and Tony
Dungy. There are well known names like
Joni Eareckson Tada for God's comfort and
keeping your life in balance and Dave
Ramsey for balancing your financial life and
John Maxwell for leadership
inspiration. There are people that I have
read like Timothy Keller and Max Lucado
and people that Kelley has read like Bob
Goff and so many more. There are Bible
study leaders that have led us in study here
at Grace in the past like Ray Vander Laan
with video of the Holy Land to connect with
the topic of study. Browse by author or
topic and find something that will make
your life more satisfying, more filled with
God's blessing.
On Sunday, January 3rd at Bible Study at
9am we will watch "Love Does" by Bob Goff
together:
In Love Does, a five-session video-based
study, you will discover the whimsy of New
York Times best-selling author Bob Goff
through a sometimes humorous, thoughtprovoking, meaningful lesson that makes
faith in God simple and real.
(Continued on next page)

Pastor’s Message continued…
You will discover the paradigm shifts,
musings, and stories from one of the world’s
most delightfully engaging and winsome
people. What fuels his impact? Love. But it's
not the kind of love that stops at thoughts
and feelings. Bob's love takes action, just like
Jesus did. Bob believes Love Does. This study
will lead you and your group deeper into
content with video notes, group discussion
questions, and between session personal
reflections and actions to enhance the
group experience.
When Love Does, life gets interesting. Light
and fun, unique and profound, the lessons
drawn from Bob's life and attitude just might
inspire you to be secretly incredible too.
Sessions include: I’m With You; Free to Fail;
Audacious Love; Be Not Afraid; and Follow
Me.
We will collect study guide requests to know
how many to order by January 4th. On
January 10th we will watch a couple of
different studies to plan ahead for the next
study. We will watch one of the Max Lucado
options. If you have a request for a study
topic or author let me know prior to January
10th. Then on January 17th we continue the
study Love Does.
Leading up to March 20 we will look at the
number of people that have been using the
program to determine if we can justify the
cost of continuing. It will not show us any
information about who is using it just numbers
of of users. Your usage is completely
confidential.
I pray that whatever your new year’s
resolution, this may provide some assistance
for a Spirit filled journey through the year.
Peace in Christ to you! Happy New Year!
Pastor

Preschool News
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We
had such a wonderful time celebrating the
birth of Jesus!
We weren't able to have an in person
Christmas program, but we put together a
Christmas video made by the preschoolers
for all our families and it was so wonderful
to share with them!
Christmas is such a busy time in preschool
with practicing our Christmas songs and
lines, making gifts, and learning all about
why we celebrate. We loved every minute
of it. We have been so grateful for our time
together and can't wait for what is ahead
in the new year.

another. We have been through a myriad of
things together and will continue to do so as
time passes because of that bond that was
forged oh so many years age. The same
may be said for each state or country in
which I lived, even when I lived in Texas. The
bonds that were started there are still going
strong today (that’s where I was born & I
only lived there for 9 months out of utero.)
Meaningful Connections: We all want them.
We all need them. Most of us have them,
and Jesus talks about them.

We live in the age of the smartphone. We
are all connected! We have so many
connections! Are they meaningful? We
hope so. We want them to be. We have this
amazing tool that enables us to be
connected in so many regards. It is
wonderful! It is overwhelming! It is helpful!
And hopefully it is building those
connections.
Well, I can only speak for myself here, and I
know I am quite old school and not the
norm but I’m going to share a little bit of
Kelley with you. I can only send so many
texts before I pick up the phone. I don’t
know if the other person figured out exactly
what I meant, etc. I have to talk to them. (I
will say, I am starting to use Marco Polo for
times when I call someone and they don’t
answer because I’m an antique and they’re
not. They don’t want to talk on the phone,
but it is still not the same.) I need feedback.
We need to connect.

Living in six different states and overseas for
a tiny bit has taught me quite a bit about
the meaningful part of connections. High
school for me was a long time and a few
states ago and I still get together with a
handful of friends from high school and from
grade school too! We made those
connections when we were young and we
have continued to foster our relationships. It
is wonderful! We don’t see eye to eye on
everything, but we do love and respect one

Meaningful connection is getting to know
one another. It is asking the hard questions.
It is spending time together via pen & paper,
phone, text, Snapchat or in person. It is
responding. It is loving and respecting one
another even when we don’t agree. It is
following that nudge to reach out to
someone you haven’t seen or spoken with in
a long time. It is wonderful! It is highly
beneficial! It is a bit tricky with COVID.
Jesus, the man who so desires for us to be
connected to Him that He died and rose so
we may be with Him forever, that Jesus
talked a lot about the meaningful
connection He has with the Father and how
that connects us to Them. You can
checkout John 14 &15 it is loaded with
meaningful connection! He tells us He is
always listening! He is always available and
always wants to connect with us! Praying
without ceasing is a great way to stay
connected to Him! That constant
communication! It is a wonderful thing!
May this be a beautiful new year with many
meaningful connections! Let me know if
you’d like to connect! I’m always up for
deepening our relationships!
Closely connected to Him,
Kelley/Mrs. Z

Annual Reports Due
The executive board,
all board directors, and
organizational
chairpersons are
reminded that their
annual reports are due
to the church office by
January 11.

Altar Flowers Chart
There is a new flower
chart for 2021 is posted
in the Narthex.

Jesus, Our Rock
On walks, I enjoy searching for heart-shaped rocks. One day in 2020, I spotted
a broken heart, which seemed fitting as illness, racism and suffering
dominated the headlines. I thought of Psalm 34:18, NIV: “The Lord is close to
the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”
Humans can be hard-hearted — pointing fingers, assuming the worst and failing to extend
compassion. We often reject people who look, think or act differently from us. All these
things break hearts, including God’s. Only with his help can we rise above hatred, learn to
listen more than we speak, and express kindness, empathy and a willingness to learn.
Jesus, be our rock as we face life’s brokenness. Stay near and start the healing. Amen.

2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Office
Closed
New Year’s
Day

2

3
4
9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship
w. Communion

5

6

7

8

9
MEN’S Bible
Study 8 am
Take down
decorations

10
11
9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship
Council Meeting
1pm

12

13

14

15

16

17
18
19
9:00 Bible Study MLK Jr. Day
10:30 Worship Office Closed
w. Communion

20

21
22
Lay Ministry
Meeting
6:15

23
MEN’S Bible
Study 8 am

24
25
9:00 Bible Study
& Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

27

28

30

31
9:00 Bible Study
10:30 Worship
w. Communion

26

29

1

Kristi Galbraith

3

Athena Johnson
Kara Hinchey
Eadweard Johnson

5

Todd Pomerening

8

Laura Nelson
Beckum Bleazard

10 Delray Carleton
Cynthia Thompson
11 Ruth Chiko
15 Jay Pukaluk
18 Carl Chiko
Charlene Liebert
19 Shane Thompson
21 Hunter Liebert
Adeline Tucker
22 Carol Delong
23 George Holmes
24 Kelsy Berg

25 Kelley Zuch
Jeremiah Tevelde
27 Ray Walser
28 Richard Johnson
Rick Thompson
31 Cheryl Persse
ANNIVERSARIES

2

Jason & Niki Wildermuth

