
 

Worship Services 

Sunday 9:30 am 

Contemporary 4:30pm  

Upcoming: 

VBS July 27—31 

Family Dinner Sunday — August 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Still Worth More Than You Know 
 

A speaker opened his seminar by holding 

up a $20 bill and asking a crowd of 200 

people, “Who would like this?” 

Nearly every hand went up. 

“I’ll give it to one of you,” he said. “But 

first…” He crumpled the bill tightly in his fist. 

“Who still wants it?” 

Hands remained in the air. 

He dropped it to the floor and ground it 

under his shoe. Then he picked up the 

wrinkled, dirty bill. “How about now?” 

The hands rose again. 

“My friends,” he said, “you’ve just learned 

an important lesson. No matter what I did to 

the money, it never lost its value. It was still 

worth $20.” Life can feel the same way. We 

are dropped, crumpled and ground down 

by our choices and by circumstances 

beyond our control. At times, we may even 

feel worthless. But our value does not 

change. 

In God’s eyes, you are never less than 

priceless. Clean or dirty, wrinkled or whole, 

you remain precious to Him. As Isaiah 43:4 

says in the NIV, “You are precious and 

honored in my sight, and because I love 

you.” 

The Sacred Pace of Rest 

 
Jesus, who often withdrew with his disciples 

to quiet, deserted places, understood 

something we easily forget: transformation 

takes time. The richest, most life-giving 

compost does not form overnight. As author 

James Gleick observes, “You can’t hurry 

compost for the same reason you can’t 

hurry love and you can’t hurry a soufflé. The 

biochemistry has its own inherent pace.” In 

much the same way, the most meaningful 

parts of life unfold slowly. Relationships 

deepen over years. Wisdom grows through 

experience. True rest cannot be rushed. 

Disciples of Jesus today are invited to 

rediscover the value of the deserted place. 

It is not empty or wasted space, but sacred 

ground. It is where long books can be read, 

unhurried prayers can be offered and deep 

thoughts can take root. It is where Sabbath 

is honored through rest, renewal and quiet 

attentiveness to God. 

In a culture that prizes speed and 

productivity, stepping away may feel 

counterintuitive. Yet it is in these still 

moments that our souls are restored and 

made fertile for growth. The deserted place 

becomes a gift, shaping us into people who 

are grounded, attentive and spiritually 

mature, ready to reenter the world with 

renewed strength and purpose. 



Freedom Worth Guarding 
 
Because many Americans have never 

known life without freedom, it can be easy to 

take our liberties for granted. The Israelites, 

however, knew the harsh reality of slavery. 

Yet even after God led them out of Egypt, 

they struggled to embrace their newfound 

freedom. Faced with uncertainty, they grew 

fearful and complained against Moses and 

Aaron, longing for the familiarity of their 

former bondage rather than trusting God’s 

provision. 

Their story feels surprisingly familiar. As 

Christians, we have been set free through a 

far greater deliverance. Our freedom was 

secured at a great cost through the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And 

yet, we sometimes drift back toward old 

habits, attitudes and patterns that once held 

us captive. 

Scripture reminds us to stand firm in the 

freedom we have been given. As Paul writes 

in Galatians 5:1 (NKJV), “Stand fast therefore 

in the liberty by which Christ has made us 

free, and do not be entangled again with a 

yoke of bondage.” 

True freedom is not simply the absence of 

restraint. It is the opportunity to live fully in 

God’s grace, walking in obedience, joy and 

purpose. This kind of freedom is worth 

celebrating, protecting and living out every 

day. 

A Repair for Brokenness 
 

 

Our lives are marked by brokenness, 

including broken relationships, broken 

promises, and broken expectations. Left 

unattended, these fractures can quietly 

shape us, hardening into bitterness or 

resentment. 

How do we live with such brokenness 

without losing heart? We return, again and 

again, to God’s faithful presence. In Him, 

we find not only comfort but restoration. 

God does not ignore what is broken. He 

meets us in it, gently mending what we 

place in His hands and reshaping what 

feels beyond repair. 

Scripture reminds us, “He heals the 

brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds” (Psalm 147:3, NIV). What we 

cannot fix on our own, God is able to 

restore in His time and in His way. 

Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic priest, 

professor and spiritual writer, often spoke of 

this sacred return, the daily turning back to 

God where healing begins and hope is 

renewed. In His presence, our brokenness is 

not wasted. It becomes the very place 

where grace takes root and new life 

begins. 

The Marks of a Leader 
 

Leaders should aspire to look like small boys in August. If you raise children or grandchildren, 

you know that by the end of August, they've been running around all summer in their shorts, 

sneakers and T-shirts. You also know that their knees and their elbows are always skinned, 

their shins always black and blue, and that they have the marks of the summer's fracas on 

their faces. A 6-year-old boy at the end of summer is my picture of a leader. 

I got that picture from David Hubbard, president of Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasade-

na. Many years ago he told me that leaders need to learn not to inflict pain, but to bear 

pain. It seems to me that if you're bearing pain properly as a leader, whether you're a 

preacher, a college professor, a parent or a teacher, you ought to have the marks of the 

struggle. One ought to have bruised shins and skinned knees. 

 

—Max DePree, Leadership Jazz 



Grace  Budget   

Draft Summary 

2026 Actual 

Jan—May 

2026 Budget 

Income 121,066 107,353 

Expenses 106,072 118,683 

Excess Revenue / 

(Shortfall) 

14,994 (11,330) 

SERVANTS August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

ACOLYTES   Caeden Caeden Caeden Caeden Caeden 

ALTAR  COMMITTEE Patty & Cheryl Patty & Cheryl Patty & Cheryl Patty & Cheryl Patty & Cheryl 

SCRIPTURE READERS Dan Persse Joan Gregory Sandie Miller Caeden Kristi Galbraith 

PIANIST Janet Mehus Janet Mehus Janet Mehus Janet Mehus Janet Mehus 

ORGANIST Brent Johnson Brent Johnson Brent Johnson Brent Johnson Brent Johnson 

COMMUNION ASST. Jon Huffman  Dave Magelssen  Dick Johnson 

USHERS Dick Johnson Bruce Shelton Dan Persse Caeden Jon Huffman 

SLIDES Caeden Steve Galbraith Steve Roe Patty Caeden 

July 27—31 

9:00am to noon 

Register online:  

blainegracelutheran.com  

SERVANTS July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 

ACOLYTES   Caeden Caeden Caeden Caeden 

ALTAR  COMMITTEE Carolyn & Ann Carolyn & Ann Carolyn & Ann Carolyn & Ann 

SCRIPTURE READERS Sandie Miller Lenore Onyon Joan Gregory Caeden 

PIANIST Janet Mehus Janet Mehus Janet Mehus Janet Mehus 

ORGANIST Brent Johnson Brent Johnson Brent Johnson Brent Johnson 

COMMUNION ASST. Steve Roe  Sandie Miller  

USHERS Bruce Shelton Dan Persse Caeden Jon Huffman 

SLIDES Caeden Steve Galbraith Steve Roe Patty 

 

Jesus said that his followers are the "light of 

the world" (Matthew 5:14). It wouldn't do 

much good to hide a light under a bushel, 

he said. It should be put on a lamp-stand to 

give light in the house. Then Jesus said, "Let 

your light shine before others, that they may 

see ..." 

Choose the ending of Jesus’ sentence: 

A. their way and not stumble. 

B. how good and faithful you are as my serv-

ants. 

C. your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven. 

D. in their darkness. 

Answer:  (Matthew 5:16, NIV) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 1 2 3 

 

5 

 

5 
9:30 Worship    
w. Communion         
4:30 Contemporary  
 

6 

 

VBS Prep 

6pm 

7 

 

VBS Prep 

2pm 

8 

Music 
Meeting 
1:30pm 

9 

 

10 11 

12 
9:30 Worship    
4:30 Contemporary  

13 

 

VBS Prep 

6pm 

14 

 
VBS Prep 

2pm 

15 16 17 18 

 

19 
9:30 Worship    
w. Communion         
4:30 Contemporary  
Family Dinner 

20 

 

VBS Prep 

6pm 

21 

 

VBS Prep 

2pm 

22 23 24 25 

26 

9:30 Worship    
4:30 Contemporary  
 

27 

 

VBS 9-12 

28 

 

VBS 9-12 

29 

 

VBS 9-12 

 

 

30 

 

VBS 9-12 

 

 

31 

 

VBS 9-12 

 

17  Max Shelton 
18  Jacquie Robbins 
      Rachel Johnson 
      Dalton Mouw 
19 Ron Scott 
       Sharon Schell 
21  P.J. Aguirre 
      Tamie Phelps 
22  Mark Galbraith 
      Bud Halldorson 
23  Craig McDonald 
24 Mary Johnson 

BIRTHDAYS 

1   Gail Wildermuth 
3 Noel Liebert 
      Ella (Hrutfiord) 
5    Amanda Craig 
      Clarissa Renskers 
7 Carolyn Higby 
12  Mark Halldorson 
13  Carole Aguirre 
       Steve Phelps McDonald 
16  Andrew Onyon 

26  Susan Halldorson 
27  Janet Mehus 
29  Lenore Onyon 
31  Colleen Anderson 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11  P.J. & Carole Aguirre 
22  James & Anna Aguirre 
30  David & Jean Archer 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1 

2 

9:30 Worship         
w. Communion     
4:30 Contemporary 
Family Dinner 

3 

 

4 5 

 

6 7 8 

9 

9:30 Worship         
4:30 Contemporary  

10 11 

 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 

16 

9:30 Worship         
w. Communion     
4:30 Contemporary  

17 18 19 20 21 22 

 

23                         
9:30 Worship        
4:30 Contemporary  

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

9:30 Worship         
w. Communion     
4:30 Contemporary  

31      

1    Marlis Lisiecki 
5    Nancy Breitbarth 
6     Marijo Galbraith 
       Steve Nelson 
       Larry Schell 
7     JJ Liebert 
14  Jason Wildermuth 
       Paul Thompson 
       Kitira Mouw 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  2   Dennis & Gail Wildermuth 
  3   Jeff & Rika Kent 
  5   Richard & Shauna Johnson 
  6   Brian & Amy Matta 
14  Vicki & Mike See 
15 Jared & Nicole Liebert 
17 Dave & Penny Magelssen 
19  Steve & Kristi Galbraith 
26  George & Susan Holmes 
31  Tim & Susan Allen 

BIRTHDAYS 

15  Dick Johnson 
21  Karen Halldorson 
      Logan Liebert 
25  David Archer 
26  Faith Mateer 
27  Conner Hrutfiord 
30  Valerie Renskers 

Pastor Vacation 

Pastor Vacation 


