Grace Lutheran Church & Preschool

702 G St. / PO Box 1646
Blaine, WA 98231

Worship Services

Bible Class 2am

Sunday & Sunday School 10:30 am
Contemporary 4:30

A Letter from our Pastor...

Great Sacrifice!

Love is always costly. Love always moves us
to sacrifice. Love means giving. No one ever
gave as much for those he loved as Jesus
did.

If you look in the book of Leviticus, Moses
describes to the priests what the sacrifices in
the tabernacle and then the temple would
be like. It was horrific. The talk of animals
kiled and their blood drained and
splattered on the altar and poured out in
front of the altar and spread on the people
was disgusting. The talk of entrails and
animal parts and fat and meat burned over
and over again presented an ugly picture of
the cost of sin.

| still have vivid images in my mind of the
move, The Passion of the Christ. Some say it
too graphically depicts Christ’s suffering for
us. I'm not sure. Maybe it does. | don’t think
we can know the whole enormity of what he
endured for us. Maybe it's better that we
can't even imagine what it was like to be
forsaken by God. He endured hell for our
sins, not for his own. Considering who he s,
that's sacrifice beyond imagination.

We can’t conceive of it. We can’t begin to
imagine the cost. We can reflect on it
though, and prayerfully thank him and
worship him that he loves us so and gave so
much for our sake.
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Don’'t let Lent fly by without taking time to
consider the cost.

Great Power!

The cross. It's all about the cross in Lent. And
it's all about the cross for us every day, for
the power of the cross, Christ’s sacrifice for
us, is the power of salvation. His death,
acceptable as an atoning substitute for us,
was affirmed in the power of God on display
in the resurrection. He died. That's power.

That's the power of eternal life. And that
power is at work in us every day,
fransforming us.

Don’'t let Lent pass by so quickly that you
don’t consider what God is up to in your life
when this life-changing word is
remembered, considered, and believed.

It's the power of God himself at work in youl!
Come and join us for our Lenten journey so
God's power can work in you! God bless
your Lenten worship, prayer, meditation,
study and growth!

Pastor
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The Lenten Desert

During the Lenten season, which begins on Ash
Wednesday (March 5 this year), Christians
figuratively follow Jesus into the desert. Just as
our Savior spent 40 days fasting and facing
temptation, we focus on self-reflection and
contrition.

In an 1873 hymn, Claudia Hernaman wrote, “O
Lord, throughout these forty days, you prayed
and kept the fast. Inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.”

The desert experience of Lent serves a clear
purpose, filling us up rather than depleting us.
“This is what Lent is meant to be,” writes
theologian Ron Rolheiser. “Time in the desert to
courageously face the chaos and the demons
within us and to let God do battle with them
through us. The result is that we are purified,
made ready, so the intoxicating joy of Easter
might then bind us more closely to God and
each other.”

Fast from criticism, and feast on praise.
Fast from self-pity, and feast on joy.
Fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace.

Fast from resentment, and feast on contentment.

Fast from jealousy, and feast on love.

Fast from pride, and feast on humility.
Fast from selfishness, and feast on service.
Fast from fear, and feast on faith.

“I Am Here"

Hello church family!

We had a super fun February celebrat-
ing friendships! Now in March we will be
learning about all kinds of people who
are community helpers. The first day of
spring takes place at the end of March,
too, so we will get to celebrate the start
of a new season.

We'll have our annual Trike-A-Thon this
month, which is a great fundraiser for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital. We will cele-
brate the students’ dads and other fa-
ther-figure grownups this month with
Dads and Donuts. March is a busy one
(and a fun onel) and we can’t wait to
get started together.

Thank you for praying for this program
and our kids! We are so grateful for the
support of this church family!

Warmly,
Ms. Sandy
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LFrangoise Fnalon

In Bread for the Journey, theologian Henri J.M. Nouwen calls consolation — from *“to be
with” (con-) “the lonely one” (solus) — “one of the most important ways to care.” He writes,
“Life is so full of pain, sadness and loneliness that we often wonder what we can do to

alleviate the immense suffering we see.”

Although consoling doesn’t necessarily remove someone’s pain, Nouwen notes that it

serves a deeper purpose: To console means “to be there and say, ‘You are not alone, | am
with you. Together we can carry the burden. Don't be afraid. | am here.’ That is consolation.
We all need to give it as well as to receive it.”



Join us for Soup Supper

Ash Wednesday,

=

March 5 at 6pm

Two—Way Benefits

“When you do nothing, you feel
overwhelmed and powerless,” observed
Connecticut politician Pauline Keezer. “But
when you get involved, you feel the sense
of hope and accomplishment that comes
from knowing you are working fo make
things better.” Indeed, it's impossible to
shine light in someone else’s life without
lighting up your own.

We might think being generous toward
another with our time or possessions leaves
us with less. But as Jesus said, “Whoever
loses their life for my sake will find

it" (Matthew 10:39, NIV). How common it is
that when we minister to others in Christ’s
name, we find we have also — or perhaps

even more so — received ministry. This is the

miracle of God's love at work.

Cares Committee & Friends
Volunteer Opportunity

Please mark your
calendars and join this
wonderful group of
people in preparing

birthday greetings for the
second quarter of 2025. It's important to
remember that the greeting they receive
from our committee can mean so much
as it may be the only one they get. So

come join us:

When: Wednesday, March 19
Time: 12:30-2:30pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Fellowship Hall

Thank you and God Bless You,

Lenore O

2 Tue 2:00

Please join us the second Tuesday of
each month @ 2:00 for Preschool prep

Servants March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30
ACOLYTES Caoeden Caoeden Caoeden Caoeden Caoeden
ALTAR COMM. | Rona & Ann | Rona & Ann Rona & Ann Rona & Ann Rona & Ann
SCRIPTURE . . . .
READERS Dan Persse | Sandie Miller | Kristi Galbraith Caeden Joan Gregory
COMMUNION . . .

. Dick Johnson Sandie Miller Steve Roe
Assistants
PIANIST Janet Mehus | Janet Mehus | Janet Mehus | Janet Mehus | Janet Mehus
ORGANIST Brent Johnson| Brent Johnson | Brent Johnson | Brent Johnson | Brent Johnson

Jay Pukaluk Jim Higby Dan Persse

USHERS Jon Huffman Dan Persse Dick Johnson Jon Huffman Jay Pukaluk
FLOWERS




9 Karmen Terris

21

Caeden Chambers

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
&mkc |
2 9:00 Bible Study 5 Soup 6 7 8
10:30 Worship w. Com. Supper 6pm
& Sunday School Ash
4:30 Contemporary Srv. Wednesday
Service 7pm
9 Daylight Savings 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 Bible Study MEN’S Bible |Preschool
10:30 Worship & Study 4:30pm | Prep 2pm
Sunday School Ladies’ Bible [Music Mtg.
4:30 Contemporary Srv. | Study 7pm 2pm
16 9:00 Bible Study 17 18 19 20 21 22
10:30 Worship w. Com. Cares
& Sunday School Committee
4:30 Contemporary Srv. 12:30—2:30 Secretary on Vacation
Family Dinner
23 9:00 Bible Study 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:30 Worship & MEN’S Bible
Sunday School Study 4:30pm )
4:30 Contemporary Srv. | Ladies’ Bible Secretary on Vacation
Study 7pm
30 9:00 Bible Study 31
10:30 Worship w. Com.
& Sunday School
4:30 Contemporary Srv.
BIRTHDAYS
2 Rochelle Halldorson 10 Mike Halldorson 27 Tamera (Holleman) Mastropoalo
Gracie Renskers ] Justin Bleazard
. 11 Shirley Pukaluk
Owen Liebert
) ) ] 28 Leona Olason
Mickaylah Tevelde 13 David Hrutfiord
3 Susan Allen Steven Hrutfiord 29 Jeremy Hinchey
Caitlin Phelps-McDonald 15 Robert Onyon 30 Jodi (Robbins) Beveridge
4 Kristin Nawman 17 Rosetta Johnson 31 Elizabeth Liebert
5 Mardella Montgomery 18 Courtney Carleton Nicki Cortez
; Gary Mitchell
8 Jared Liebert Susie Hollarn y
Holly Johnson 19 Marsha Wahl ANNIVERSARIES

23 Max & Josie Shelton




