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What is the future of Grace 

Lutheran Church?  
 

First of all, only God knows the answer to 

this question. Second, none of us can do 

anything without trusting God. Third, each 

of us can do something when we are 

trusting in God. Finally, we must all be 

helping in some way for us to us face the 

challenges before us.  

 

There are many challenges we could talk 

about but I believe the most significant is 

connecting to younger people within our 

community. I know I have talked about this 

before but it is extremely crucial for the 

future of our congregation so it is necessary 

to address again and I have new 

information to share and we really need 

your help to make any of the efforts we are 

working on bear fruit.  

 

As most of you know we have added a 

contemporary service again, we started 

eight weeks ago. Our biggest challenge is 

getting people to come. I have mailed and 

emailed the following invite to about 50 

families:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No one that we mailed to came. I invited 

face to face three families in the preschool 

and they all came. The high schoolers that 

are coming have been invited one on one. 

All the research for many years has said 

that a personal invite is what works best. So 

who do you know that you can invite?  

 

Most of our members are older so most of 

the people you know are older so it is hard 

to identify obvious opportunities for 

younger people to ask. First, inviting older 

people is still a wonderful thing. We are a 

congregation of mostly older people. We 

have a wonderful community and have a 

good number of newer members who 

enjoy being part of it. Keep that up.  

 

Second, who do you know that is younger? 

For some of you it is your grandkids. If you 

canõt get your kids to come with their kids 

offer to watch your grandkids Sunday 

afternoon and bring them to church at 4:30 

where they can worship with you or they 

can come to Sunday School at 4:30 while 

you worship with us.  

 

Many of you have neighbors that are 

younger. You may not feel comfortable 

inviting them but what if they are seeking 

community and you are the one who offers 

it? If they donõt come what have you lost? 

It is worth a shot. God will give you the 

courage and the words. Trust in Him and 

you will never regret it and you may help 

your church home renew a community 

that can be here for generations to come.  

 

Contact us. Maybe you know someone on 

the list that we mailed invites to and you 

can be the one to personally invite them. It 

means so much more when it comes from 

someone they have a connection to.  

 

Dream big. God will bless your faithful 

service. Thank you for prayerfully 

considering this opportunity.  

 

Peace in Christ to you. Love. Pastor  



[ƛǾƛƴƎ {ŀŎǊƛŬŎŜǎ 

 

Stewardship is not just about giving money 

to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but 

it is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our 

whole life ð everything we have and 

everything we are.  

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of 

thinking that because we give of ourselves 

in one area then we can neglect giving in 

another. Stewardship is not stealing from 

Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we 

play whereby we justify ourselves in not 

giving a tenth of our income because we 

have given in some other way.  

This is why our Lord warns: òWoe to you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

tithe mint and dill and cumin and have 

neglected the weightier matters of the law: 

justice and mercy and faithfulness. These 

you ought to have done, without 

neglecting the others.ó (Matthew 23:23) We 

are given to do both ð tithe of ourselves 

and what we have.  

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to 

us: òI appeal to you therefore, brothers, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not 

be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, 

that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable 

and perfect.ó (Romans 12:1ð2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living 

sacrifice to God. We are not to have the 

mind of the world, where we exchange 

equal weight of this for an equal weight of 

that and think that we have done what 

God has required. Our whole life is given 

over for service in and for the Church of 

God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for 

what God in Christ has accomplished for us. 

This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable 

response to what He has done for us. Not 

one for the other but all in all.  

But what does this look like? St. Paul never 

lays down a general principle without also 

giving us some practical application of 

what shape that principle is to take 

concretely. He gives the general principle 

that our bodies are to be living sacrifices to 

God. And, after admonishing those who 

have been given particular gifts of grace to 

serve the church, St. Paul then speaks 

generally of what is expected of all. He 

says: 

òLet love be genuine. Abhor what is 

evil; hold fast to what is good. Love 

one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honor. 

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 

in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality.ó (Romans 12:9ð13) 

This is what it looks like to present your 

bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live 

out the grace of God here in time.  

Let us then heed the apostleõs teaching. Let 

us present our bodies ð everything that we 

have and everything that we are ð as living 

sacrifices to God, our reasonable response 

to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished 

for us by His death and resurrection. 

Through this, we have forgiveness of sins, a 

new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And 

through this worship, the grace of God is 

made manifest in His saints ð for the church 

and the world.  

 



Servants 
May 1  May 8  May 15  May 22  May 29  

ACOLYTES 4:30 Elee Emily Elee Steve  Seth 

ALTAR           

COMMITTEE 
Rika & Rafa  Rika & Rafa  Rika & Rafa  Rika & Rafa  Rika & Rafa  

SCRIPTURE 

READERS 
Gwynne  April  Dan  Steve G.  Joan  

COMMUNION  

ASSISTANT 
Steve   Lenore   Dick  

PIANIST Janet  Janet  Janet  Janet  Janet  

ORGANIST Brent Brent Brent Brent Brent 

FLOWERS  Sandie    Joan G.  

Grace house update  
 

We said goodbye to our high 

school student this month as she is enrolled 

to start college soon and has moved into 

her new apartment close to school. She 

appreciated very much the opportunity to 

stay with us for a few months.  

 

We also have a new tenant in the suite 

who just moved in. She is a young lady who 

also is very grateful to have a safe place to 

live. 

 

Thank you very much for your support that 

enables us to continue to help people 

secure lodging in difficult circumstances 

and be able to focus on a path back to 

independence.  Hope does not disappoint us  Romans 5:5  
 

òGod chose you! Jesus tore Himself away 

from heaven and came to be with you - You 

are the one He loves & chose to be His own 

to accomplish His purpose in this generation.ó 

Priscilla Shirer 
 

Let us press on to know the Lord; His going 

out is sure as the dawn; He will come to us as 

the showers, as the spring rains that water the 

earth. Hosea 6:3  

DǊŀŎŜ .ǳŘƎŜǘ 5ǊŀƊ 

{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 

нлнн !Ŏǘǳŀƭ 

WŀƴτaŀǊŎƘ 

нлнн .ǳŘƎŜǘ 

LƴŎƻƳŜ  пуΣпмп рнΣплт 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ртΣфмр соΣплл 

9ȄŎŜǎǎ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ κ 

ό{ƘƻǊǜŀƭƭύ 

όфΣрлмύ όмлΣффоύ 

Preschool News ñ 

We are in our final month of preschool! This 

year has gone by so incredibly fast. We will be 

enjoying our last month as we wrap things up 

and get ready for summer.  

We were so grateful to spend the month of 

April praising Jesus for all he has done for us as 

well as welcoming in the season of spring.    

May is full of celebration. We start off the 

month celebrating our mom's, grandma's, and 

aunt's and end the month celebrating 

graduation and the year we had.   

It is full steam  ahead this month, we would 

love your prayers as we wrap things up and 

send off our students to their next chapter.  
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