Bible Class 9am ﬂ 3 1
Worship and Sunday School at 10:30am
Contemporary 4:30pm

Upcoming:

Preschool Prep—May 13

Family Dinner—May 18

Sunday Schedule = ;

All the signs are here. The days are warmer. Plants are peeking up through the ground.
Buds are forming on the branches. The baseball season has begun. Easter has been joyously
celebrated. In all these signs God is behind them—some obviously but all of these signs can be
traced back to our wondrous creator.

The snow would not come here let alone melt without God, who put the universe
together in such a way that we go reliably from one season to the next. He has created the
sun, the moon, the earth and the whole galaxy . He has fixed things in the heavens so that our
sun does not burn out like other stars have done. We never get too close or too far away and
with everything circling around we never crash info something. He has created us and
maintains our survival. We may have to wait longer some years than others but every year the
days start to warm eventually.

Just as God brings all things to life in nature around us; he also brings us to life by washing
away our sin. He enables buds to form so that new growth appears where there had been a
dead stick just weeks ago. He waters us and shines the sun down upon us so that we can burst
forth in a wonderful array of colors that shout out louder than a stadium filled with screaming
fans.

Now God may not care in the least that the baseball season has begun but to me it is a
certain sign that spring is here. | anticipate the baseball season beginning by watching the
signings and trades over the winter of my beloved St. Louis Cardinals to gauge the chances for
the upcoming season. But once the games begin | get to see how the moves have panned
out.

Whether our favorite team has put together a team that can compete or not, God
always has a game plan in place that will assure us of a winning season. He has given us the
eyes and coordination to hit the ball. He has given us the strength to drive it with power. He has
given us the speed to run bases. He keeps us healthy so that we can compete over the long
season. He provides through his word and sacraments so it is no wonder that we stumble on
the base paths if we neglect to tap into his gifts. He is the hall of fame manager that knows just
the right strings to pull. He is the deep pockets owner who never runs out of resources to keep
his team supplied. If we follow him he will lead us to the World Series, year after year.

And finally, regarding Easter, it is easy to trace this right to God as the Father mapped
out the plan from the very beginning and then sent his Son to be our Savior. The Son willingly
came and lovingly gave up his very life so that we could live forever. What greater gift has ever
been given? The Holy Spirit leads us to believe that all this is true. Of course we don’'t always live
our lives as though this is the most important thing in our lives and even then God is there to
cover our failures and lift us back up to try again.

If you give up in baseball after a strikeout, you are doomed; because even the best
hitters fail over half the fime. If you give up in life after a whiff, you are doomed; because even
the best of us fail time and again. Trust in the Father and he will not leave you in the dirt. Find
your confidence in Christ so that you can stride to the plate and do your best. Fill yourself with
the Spirit so there is a spring in your step. Spring is here. Play ball.

Praise the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! Pastor



Loving my “enemies”

In polarized times, when people view huge
concepts such as justice, government
policy and care for neighbors differently,
how do we follow Jesus’ command to love
our enemies? | prefer the word opponents,
but our Lord’s instructions still stand.

In the Bible, “love” doesn’t mean liking
someone; it means caring for them, treating
them kindly. | find The Message paraphrase
of Luke 6:27-36 helpful: “Let them bring out
the best in you, not the worst,” Jesus says
about one's enemies. So, when | contact
government leaders to express my opinions,
| address them with respect, whether |
agree with them or not. When | encounter a
neighbor whose views oppose mine, | ask
myself what | would want them to do for
me, whether help with an errand or be
friendly. Then, as The Message puts it, |
“grab the initiative and do it for them.”

And this, which might be the hardest: Amid
tough times, Jesus says, “Respond with the
supple moves of prayer.” It's human nature
to pray that God change our enemies’ or
opponents’ minds. But it's more Christlike to
pray for their health, their families and
whatever God desires for them, not

what | want. Can | do thise With God’s help,
yes.

Seizing holy opportunities

In Holy Moments, Matthew Kelly discusses
the world’s need for more small (but
sometimes large) instances of people
caring for others, cultivating joy,
encouragement and love instead of anger,
envy, fear. Kelly defines a Holy Moment as
“a single moment in which you open
yourself to God. ... You set aside personal
preference and self-interest, and for one
moment you do what you prayerfully
believe God is telling you to do.”

This may mean mowing the lawn for a
neighbor with a broken leg, praising a child
on his artwork, buying a surprise snack for
someone having a bad day, working extra
shifts for a coworker with cancer so she can
receive her full salary while out sick, paying
for the next car’s drive-thru order. Anyone
can create a Holy Moment, because you
don’'t need special skills, position or wealth.
“If you want to see miracles, make yourself
available to God,” Kelly suggests.

He adds that God has a track record of
collaborating with *“the most unlikely people
to make amazing things happen, and now
He wants to collaborate with you.” When
we're open to God’s leading, holy
opportunities abound. And we will
experience as much joy as the ones to
whom we show care.
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Bruce Shelton Jim Higby .
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Sun Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Men’s Bible
Study
4:30pm
4 9:00 Bible Study |5 6 7 8 9 10
10:30 Worship Ladies’ Bible
w. communion & Study 7pm
Sunday School
4:30 Worship
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11 Mother’s Day 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 Bible Study Preschool Men’s Bible
10:30 Worship & Prep 2pm Study
Sunday School 4:30pm
4:30 Worship
18 9:00 Bible Study |19 20 21 22 23 24
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Sunday School
4:30 Worship
Family Dinner
25 9:00 Bible Study 27 28 29 30 31
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BIRTHDAYS
1 Dave Erby 16 lan MacArthur 31 Becky (Thompson) Baker
2 Jlordan Craig 19 Carson Cortez ﬁgfbrsi\::nlv(l:g’af/en) Johnson
hristi h )
Christine Johnson 20 Kelli Hinchey
6 Joan Kempinsky
7 Patty Ber 23 Michelle Liebert ANNIVERSARIES
_y g 2 Brad & Sarah Weg
Regina Bailey 26 Ed Ellsworth
) 15 Brent & Christine Johnson
8 Anthony Liebert 28 Nathan Haslip
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12 Stephanie (Smith)
Meador 30 Leighton Day




Puzzle!

Unscramble the names of these biblical mothers. Look up
the verse if you need help. Then use the letters on the
numbered blanks to complete the message below.

VEE (Genesis 3:20)

NNAHAH (1 Samuel 1:20)

RBAHEOD (Judges 5:7)

KREEHAB (Genesis 27:5)

EHLA (Genesis 30:14)

CLEHRA (Genesis 30:22)

MOIAN (Ruth 1:22)

RAAHS (Genesis 17:19)

AMYR (Matthew 2:11)

ZEBLEHATI (Luke 1:13)

138 14 15 4 16 10 17

iPoD wouy YiB e sI A0| s, JayIoW Y
‘y1aqezi|g ‘Aiejy ‘yeleg ‘lwoe ‘|ayoey ‘yea ‘yexaqey ‘Yeiogqeq ‘YeuueH ‘oA7 siomsuy

July
BIBLE SCHOOL 21-25

Death is not the end

Loren Eiseley, an anthropologist who
died in 1977, requested this epitaph
for his wife and himself: “We loved
the earth but could not stay.” No one
can stay, of course. We're all moving
toward that final day when “the
shadows lengthen, and the evening
comes, and the busy world is hushed
and the fever of life is over, and our
work is done” (The Book of Common
Prayer).

On Memorial Day, we remember
people who have perished in war,
making the ultimate sacrifice to
protect others. May God hasten the
day when humans can solve disputes
peacefully. We also remember loved
ones whose stay on earth is over.

A memorial stone at Ohio’s College
of Wooster, placed by a class years
ago, reads: “United in time / Divided
in time / To be reunited / When time
shall be no more.” Christians believe
that death does not end all. When
our earthly life is over, we have the
promise of eternal life — and joyful
reunions — in heaven.
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